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WHAT WE DO 

More than a decade after brutal civil war in Sierra Leone, this beautiful country remains 
one of the poorest in the world.  Whilst this small, West African country is now at peace, 
our own research indicates that there are around 50,000 children relying upon the streets 
for their survival and many thousands more affected by poor access to education. 
  
Street Child is a volunteer-led charity that works with street kids, out of school children 
and, more recently, those affected by Ebola. Where necessary, we work towards reunifying 
children with their families but the ultimate goal for all of our projects is to help empower 
vulnerable children through sustainable access to education. 
 

Working either directly on the streets or in remote areas where the need is greatest, 
between 2008 and 2016, Street Child has helped more than 50,000 children find a more 
positive life through access to a seat in the classroom. Empowering children by giving them 
the chance to go to school – and giving their families the wherewithal to keep them there – 
Street Child is now one of the most broad-reaching, impactful charities working in the 
region today. 

One voice 
Many hands 



Street Child’s Urban Work 

Street Child’s Rural Work 

Street Child works with street-connected 
children, many living 100% of their time on 
the streets. Delivering care, counselling 
and basic street corner education directly 
on the streets, the charity’s social workers 
are often the only safe, responsible adult 
upon which many of the children they 
work with can rely.  
  
Street Child’s aim is to create stronger 
bonds with a child’s family through a 
process of counselling and mediation. The 
charity also pays for the child’s first year 
back at school, whilst working with their 
family to ensure that they stay there, 
through small business grants and training 
aimed at creating a more stable home life 
for the entire family. 

The charity also works in remote rural 
areas where there is little or no existing 
access to education. Street Child works 
with communities to create temporary 
and permanent school structures. The 
charity also works to identify community 
members to attend three-year distance 
teacher training, whilst paying them a 
small stipend to teach in their schools.  
 
Within three years, communities will have 
the tools they require to offer children 
that would previously have had no 
opportunity to go to school the chance to 
gain a national standard of education. 



OUR ‘GIRLS SPEAK OUT’ CAMPAIGN 

 
 
 
 
  

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
From the 18th April to 17th July 2016 
every penny donated to Street Child’s 
Girls Speak Out Appeal will be 
DOUBLED by the UK government, 
giving us the chance to help twice as 
many girls retain access to a quality 
education. Never has there been a 
better time to get fundraising for us! 

In Sierra Leone there is a dangerously 
worrying fact facing vulnerable young girls 
looking for a fair start in life: they’re simply 
not being given the opportunity to stay in 
school.  
 
UNICEF research shows that even a single 
year of secondary education has the 
potential to increase a girl’s future earnings 
by up to 25%. Investment in girls’ 
education also has a multiplier effect: 
educated girls benefit from better family 
planning and have healthier children who 
are more likely to remain in education 
themselves. But Sierra Leonean girls are 
increasingly likely to drop out of school at 
this vital stage. As a charity working at the 
very forefront of educational development 
in the region, Street Child felt it was 
imperative to find out why.  

So we decided to ask them. Starting in October 
last year, we began the process of talking 
directly to more than 2,000 adolescent girls 
across Sierra Leone to discuss the issues 
preventing them from going to school – and 
what could be done to impact upon them. 
 
The Girls Speak Out Appeal aims to raise £1 
million to ensure that more than 20,000 
children can go to school and stay there. 
What’s more, it will offer girls across Sierra 
Leone the chance to speak out for the first 
time to help ensure that the issues they face 
cannot continue to be ignored. 



In 2010, Street Child launched a rural schools 
programme supporting 5 communities in the remote 
chiefdom of Tambakha. The project focuses on ‘first 
ever schools’ for some of the most remote parts of 
West Africa, where children generally miss out on the 
opportunity to gain even the most basic literacy and 
numeracy skills. 
 
We work with communities to construct basic schools 
and promote the importance of education. We then 
identify members of the community to undertake 
distance teacher training. The project has grown over 
the past 3 and a half years to support almost 400 
teachers and has a presence in a total of 127 
communities across Sierra Leone. As a result, Street 
Child has now created first ever access to education for 
over 17,000 children in rural communities.  
 

OUR RURAL SCHOOLS PROGRAMME  

In addition, our innovative sustainability initiatives are aimed at ensuring schools ability to 
fund teacher salaries and other expenses on an independent basis until the Government is in a 
position to take over. Communities have been provided with agricultural grants and technical 
support to develop collective rice farms and seed lending schemes where the interest gained 
following harvest is sold to meet educational costs.  
 



THE EXPERIENCE 

TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMME 

The Ambassadors Teacher Training Programme is a unique opportunity, for teachers of all abilities, 
to make a difference to thousands of children’s lives in Sierra Leone. Our goal is to improve the 
standard of teaching across our Every Child in School (ECiS) projects, in Sierra Leone. 
 
It will be challenging, rewarding and exciting. Whilst out there you will have time to explore and visit 
our projects, have the opportunity to get involved in hands on education work, travel to some of the 
remotest parts of Sierra Leone and to meet other UK teachers keen to develop and share resources. 
It will be a chance to really make a huge difference to the lives of thousands of children and travel to 
an incredible country. Of course it won’t all be work, there will be plenty of opportunities to relax 
and unwind and enjoy the beautiful country. 

 
The main aims of the programme are: 
1) To mentor teachers and help build confidence and 

teaching skills in the classroom. 
2) To exchange knowledge and experiences between 

teachers from the UK and Sierra Leone on basic 
classroom and pedagogy skills, as well as some 
content knowledge of English and Maths.  

3) To create strong contacts between UK schools 
and teachers with counterparts in Sierra Leone 

 



Street Child’s TTP Programme is a unique opportunity for local Sierra Leonean teachers and 
international teachers to collaboratively improve the quality of the curriculum being delivered 
within our rural schools. Local teachers within these schools face many challenges: limited in-
country training opportunities, scarce resources and varying class sizes catering for a variety of ages 
and abilities to name a few. Whilst in Sierra Leone, you will work alongside the local teachers to 
develop a more innovative and creative curriculum. You will also be taking part in running 
workshops to further develop local teacher’s skills. This will be a rewarding experience that will 
look fantastic on your CV; proving that you are capable of developing an interesting curriculum, 
even in the most challenging of environments. 

 

WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE GROUND? 

One voice 
Many hands 

WHERE WILL I BE BASED? 

There are three base locations: Kamakwie, Port Loko and Bunthe. Here you will be put up in a Sierra 
Leonean guest house (very basic B&B). From here you will go out to work within the rural 
communities in groups/pairs.  

Upon returning to the UK, we would love you to share your 
experiences with your students and fellow practitioners. We hope 
you also continue to stay in touch with Street Child and maintain 
relationships with the teachers in the schools you have worked 
within. Furthermore, we would love your school community to 
stay involved with Street Child through various avenues. For 
example, simply continuing to follow our campaigns or fundraising 
for our vital cause.    

WHAT WILL I DO WHEN I RETURN 

TO THE UK? 



HOW MUCH DOES THE TTP COST? 
 

The cost is £170 per week per person and includes: 
• Accommodation (this will be very basic: electricity 

will be limited and there will be no running water) 
• Food (breakfast and lunch) 
• All project-specific transport 
• Airport transfers 

 
Costs you will need to cover: 
• Flights to and from Sierra Leone 
• Vaccinations and inoculations (you will 

need Yellow Fever and Malaria  tablets: 
check with you GP) 

• Evening meals  
• Additional spending money 
• Travel insurance 
• Visa 

TRAVEL DATES: 
 
Induction Day in London: Date in July TBC (Ex. Saturday the 9th of July) 
 
Group 1: 
Departure  to Sierra Leone:  25th or 26th of July 
Return to UK:   11th or 13th of August (depending on beach extension) 
 
Group 2: 
Departure  to Sierra Leone:  15th or 16th of August 
Return to UK:   29th or 31st of August (depending on beach extension) 

PRACTICALITIES OF THE PROGRAMME 

FUNDRAISING: 
 
We also ask all volunteers to commit to a 
minimum fundraising target of £1,000. 
Our professional fundraising team will 
provide you with support and resources 
to help ensure you reach this target. We 
also actively encourage you to involve 
your school in this and help spread the 
word of Street Child’s vital work. 



If you want to stay after your placement,  we can help organise a trip to the beach to 
relax and unwind for a couple of days. All Sierra Leonean beaches are stunning sandy 
retreats and are definitely worth a look: 
 
Bureh Beach - the most accessible beach from Makeni (through Waterloo) and it has lots of 
character with massive black rocks to climb and strong waves to surf with a hired board. 
 
Tokeh – This beautiful beach is 15 minutes’ drive away with a long stretch of soft white sands 
and palm trees. 
 
River Number 2 and Lakka beaches - These are accessible from Freetown (not Waterloo). 
Lakka is easy to get to from Freetown and is the most visited by tourists of anywhere in Sierra 
Leone with little shops, bars and stalls on the beach selling arts, crafts and souvenirs – just 
remember to barter the price down!  
 

WILL THERE BE TIME FOR EXPLORING? 



HOW DO I APPLY? 

 
If you would like more information about our TTP volunteer opportunities then please 
get in touch at ambassadors@street-child.co.uk. 
 
You can also call us on 020 7614 7696 for more information. 
 
Street Child wants your help to support its life-changing projects in West Africa. 
To learn more about Street Child visit our website (www.street-child.co.uk) 
 
 

Street Child Ambassadors  
T: 020 7614 7696 
E: ambassadors@street-child.co.uk 
www.Street-Child.co.uk 

Street Child Registered Charity No:  1128536 
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