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Thank you so much for choosing to raise money for children living in 

extreme poverty. This is your first step to making a massive difference 

to thousands of people affected by Ebola in West Africa, and by the 

devastating earthquake in Nepal. We are here to help so if you don’t 

find what you’re looking for in this pack, just get in touch with us. 

Fundraising for charity can seem daunting, especially if you’re looking to 

raise large sums of money. But don’t worry – if you break all of it down 

into bite-sized chunks, you’ll soon see how manageable it can be. 

This guide contains some suggestions, but obviously you can fundraise 

in any way you like (within reason…). We don’t mind what you do, as 

long as it is… 

Safe  

 Look after yourself and your guests – carry out a risk 

assessment 

 Follow any Health and Safety regulations 
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Legal  

 Don’t serve alcoholic beverages to under-age attendees 

 Make sure you have any licenses or permissions needed to hold 

any street sales, or use a particular piece of land or venue 

 Please do not use our logo without permission, and please make 

sure that you tell people that you are fundraising in aid of Street 

Child, not on behalf of Street Child.  

Reflects Street Child’s values, and is… 

Enjoyable! We want you to have a good time fundraising for our work. 

 

For further information please contact Anna Bowden at  

anna@street-child.us or on 510-693-4460 

mailto:anna@street-child.us
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Why not use our A-Z of 

fundraising ideas to give you 

some inspiration? 

See pp 6-7. 

 

 

 

 

It is important to think carefully   

about WHAT you are going to do. Use our handy three-week timetable 

to keep you on top of things. You can adapt this to longer timescales, no 

problem – but this is probably the minimum amount of time you should 

leave yourself. See p8. 

 

  

Tell people about your event via 

email, Facebook, or Twitter; make 

a video for YouTube; put up posters; 

talk to local media.  
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It is important to look after 

yourself and others around 

you when fundraising. Check 

out our Health & Safety 

checklist (p12), Risk 

Assessment (p13), and list of 

legalities (p14) for help 

planning a safe and sensible 

event. 

 

Send us your photos and videos, and make your donation. To find out 

how, check out our FAQs later (p15-16). 

 



6 
 

  
Auction (of services or goods), apple bobbing, assault course (e.g. Tough Mudder) 

Bake sale, book sale, board games, bad hair day, balloon race, bowling night, BBQ, bike 

ride, Be Boss for the day, beard shaving, boiled egg throwing, biggest anything, Bingo 

 

Car wash, calendar, concert, Christmas collection / hamper/ fair, collection buckets, 

crazy cooking, comedy, car treasure hunt, candy sales, Candygram 

 

Dressing up/ dressing down days at work/school, dance off, dinner parties 

 

Easter egg hunt, eating marathon, expedition, sponsored exercise (e.g. rowing machine) 

 

Fasting, film night, face painting, fire walking, fireworks, football  sweepstake 

 

Golf day, ghost walks, guess the object, garden party, guess the name/weight/number 

 

Halloween party, hot air ballooning, harvest dinner party, ‘change hands day’ (i.e. write 

/ do everything with your non-dominant hand), hair shaving 

 

Ice cream sale, inflatables party (e.g. bouncy castle) 

 

Jokes, sponsored Jello bath, juggling a soccer ball 

 

Karaoke competition, kids v adults activities, key ring sale, sponsored keep fit class 
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Line dancing, live music, look-a-like contest, lemonade stall, loose change collection 

 

Murder mystery night, market stall, mini Olympics, movie night 

 

Nature walk, no phones day, night under the stars, opera night, open house 

 

Pumpkin carving, puppet show, pool tournament, paint balling, pancake trace, pet 

show, put on a play, pub quiz, pageant 

 

Quiz night – any theme you like! 

 

Raffle, roller blading, race night, recycling (phones, cartridges, clothes) 

 

Sponsored silence, skateboarding, swear box, sponsored swim, sports day, sales, shoe 

shine, Sixties night, swap shop, sweepstake, street party, put on a show 

 

Tournaments (any kind), talent show, toy sale, trick or treat 

 

Non-uniform day, unwanted present swap,  

 

Valentine gifts / card service 

 

Wine and cheese evening, sponsored walk, waxing cars/washing windshields 

 

X marks the spot treasure hunt, X Factor contest 

 

Yacht racing, Yo-Yo contest, yodeling evening, Zodiac evening 

 



8 
 

 Brainstorm ideas for your fundraiser (use our A-Z to help you) 

 Start to plan, thinking about logistics – where, what, how, 
when, who will help, who you want to attend etc (will your 
event really appeal to your target audience, and is the timing 
good? Ask people for feedback!). 

 Pick a date 

 Make a comprehensive, master to-do list with deadlines 

 Gather some volunteers to help you! 

 Source and reserve any space, venue, or equipment  

 Send out Save the Dates to your list of invitees 
 

 Solicit or buy refreshments, auction items, raffle prizes etc 

 Design and print invitations, flyers and posters  

 Send out proper invitations 

 Set up a Facebook event and start talking on social media 

 Review your list and finalize any last-minute details 

 Chase people who have not RSVP’d 

 Create a running order for the event itself 

 Prepare any speeches you want to make, including your 

‘ask’ 

 Host your fundraiser – take lots of photos! 

 Send Street Child your donations and your photos so we 

can shout about you! 
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Let’s say you’re aiming to raise $2,000, maybe over four months. Unless 

you think you can raise the full amount by just asking friends and family 

to make donations, you’ll have to undertake some other types of 

fundraising activities to supplement your income.  

Introducing a mix of fundraising tactics – events, crowdfunding, 

employer match-funding, sales, and silliness – is the most effective way 

to achieve your goal while having fun with friends, family, and co-

workers, and introducing new people to the cause you support. 

Your plan could look like this: 

Month one  

Crowdfunding (online fundraising) 

This is the quickest and most 

effective way to kick-start your 

fundraising, and it reaches the 

most people with the least effort. 

Setting up your online fundraiser 

should be your first step (for how, 

see appendix 1 at the end of this 

document). 

If you can send your link to 35 

close friends/family, and your ask 

is really compelling, you could 

make at least $1,000 just from 

Crowdfunding alone! 

We prefer fundraisers to use the 

site Crowdrise, because it’s good 
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value for us and is super easy for you to use. Let us know if you prefer 

another platform and we can look into it. 

 

Month two 

Event time 

Why not host an event 

for friends and family? 

Maybe a BBQ, a dinner 

party, a cheese and wine 

evening… it doesn’t 

matter what it is, as long 

as it’s something you 

would find interesting to 

host, and your friends 

would like to attend. Visit 

your local stores and ask 

for free food and drinks for your fundraiser. (Street Child can give you a 

letter stating that you are fundraising for us). Invite 20 people, charge 

them $20 each, and boom – your next $400 is in the bank. 

And don’t forget to be legal – no alcoholic drinks for anyone under 21, 

and please make sure your guests drink responsibly. 

Month three 

Feed your co-workers 

Bake sales are all the rage right 

now, so jump on the bandwagon at 

work and get your co-workers 

cooking for a cause. If you can sell 

six slices from each of ten cakes in 

your office building, for $5 a slice, 

that’s another $300 towards your 

goal – and you’ve had fun doing so! 
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And don’t forget – be cheeky and ask your employer if they will match 

all funds raised by you and your co-workers. The worst they can say is 

no, but if they agree that’s your target reached already! 

Month four  

Sell your stuff 

Decluttering your life 

has been proven to 

have positive mental 

health benefits, and 

yes – you guessed it – 

it’s also another way 

to raise money for 

children living in 

poverty. Organize a 

clothes swap and 

charge people to attend, or simply invite everyone you know to donate 

five or more items which can make $2-$5 each. If 30 people donate at 

least 5 items each, you’ve got 150 items to sell, which can make 

between $300 – $750 total depending on the quality of the items and 

the number of buyers who attend. 

Month 1 – $1,000 from crowdfunding 

Month 2 – $400 from an event  

Month 3 – $300 from a workplace bake sale ($600 with match funding 

from your employer) 

Month 4 – $300 – $750 from a yard sale 

Potential total in just four months – $2,750  
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Do you have a back-up weather plan?    

 

Think about access – parking/public transit/disabled access?   

 

Will you need to take out insurance?    

 

Will you need to inform any public authorities?    

 

Minimize your fire hazards and know your fire exits  

 

Will you have someone attend who is first aid trained?    

 

Do you need emergency contacts for anybody?   

 

Organize your briefing for the start of your event   

 

Have you carried out your risk assessment (check out our 

template on the next page)? 

 

If you are working with children, do you have a good adult to  

child ratio? 
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Title of Activity:                                       Date Completed:  

Completed By:                                         Date/Time of Activity: 

Hazard Who is 
affected? 

Risk rating Solution 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

  Severity rating 

Slightly 
harmful     

1 

Harmful       
2 

Extremely 
harmful       3 

Probability 
rating 

Highly 
unlikely   

1 

Trivial        
1 

Tolerable    2 
Moderate   

3 

Unlikely  
2 

Tolerable 2 
Moderate   

3 
Substantial 

6 

Likely       
3 

Moderate 
3 

Substantial 
6 

Intolerable 9 
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Do you have permission to use the venue or space? 

 

Have you carried out your risk assessment?  

 

Are you serving alcohol? Think age limits & licensing rules 

 

Do you need a license to play movies or music? 

 

Is your raffle or auction permitted, and if so is it  

conducted fairly and according to the regulations? 

 

Do you have permission for any public collection? 

 

Remember to say you are fundraising ‘in aid of’  

Street Child, not that you are Street Child. 

 

These considerations are not relevant for all fundraising 

activities – we just want you to have all your bases covered! 
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1. Street Child’s preferred online fundraising platform is 

Crowdrise, because it’s good value and it’s super easy to use. Go 

to www.crowdrise.com/streetchildus and on the left, 

underneath the main photo, is a button which says 'Fundraise 

for this Charity'. You will then have to either login or create a 

new account, but after that it's pretty simple - name your 

campaign, add a photo if you wish (photos make your 

fundraising more effective) and then create the campaign.  

 

Remember that pages which raise the most money have images 

illustrating the cause, and explain why you are raising funds for 

a particular nonprofit. Be personal – your journey to fundraising 

for Street Child will be way more interesting to people who 

know you than bare statistics about Street Child’s work. You can 

use any image or text that you like from our website at 

www.street-child.us. 

 

2. When your fundraiser is ready, email the link to everyone you 

know and ask them to give generously. Some top tips: 

a. Make your email short and to the point. Tell them you 

are fundraising for a fantastic cause, by running a 

race/climbing a mountain/whatever it is you are doing. 

Include a few lines about why you personally are doing 

this. 

b. Ask them to be as generous as possible. It will help to 

tell them where the money is going and what different 

levels of donations can buy. Eg $50 can educate a child 

for an entire year. This will help them pitch their 

donation at the right level. 

http://www.crowdrise.com/streetchildus
http://www.street-child.us/
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c. Tell them what your fundraising total is going to achieve 

(e.g. I am hoping to raise $2,000 to sponsor a classroom 

/ buy a community a new delivery truck etc.) 

d. Ask the people you think will be most generous to give 

first, so that their donation sets a high-giving trend. If 

you are strategic you can achieve an average donation 

of $30 per head, so have your $50-$100 donors give 

first to get that average up. 

e. If you have time, it really works better to personalize 

your emails to your friends. It doesn’t have to be a big 

deal – just a few tweaks here and there (including using 

their name at the top) will make them feel valued, and 

that you have taken time to write specially to them. 

 

3. Always thank your donors. Street Child will send them a 

handwritten thank you card, and if you have time it would be 

great for you to do the same. 

You can send a check addressed to Street Child US to: 

Anna Bowden, Street Child US, 980 Ohlone Avenue #993, Albany CA 

94706. 

To personally deposit a check or cash, or to make an online transfer, 

email anna@street-child.us for our bank details. 

Yes certainly! Just give us plenty of time in case we’re out of stock on 

something (we’re a small office). We have t-shirts, running vests, 

bumper stickers, lapel stickers, pens and more. There will be a charge 

depending on how many items you need and how much you raise (for 

example, your running vest is free after you’ve raised your first $50). 

mailto:anna@street-child.us

